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DATES TO REMEMBER

Friday 26 February Senior Drama Night
Performance

Mon 1 and Tues 2 March Year 12 Exam Block

Mon 1 – Friday 5 March HPE Week

Mon 1 – Friday 5 March Gratitude Week

Friday 12 March Interschool Swimming Carnival

Friday 19 March Bullying No Way Day

Mon 22 and Tues 23
March

Year 11 Exam Block

Thursday 25 March Year 7 Immunisations

Friday 26 March World’s Greatest Shave

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

TERM 1 WEEK 5

As our term progresses we are well placed
and prepared for 2021. This year our
student numbers have increased to 950
students with the Year 7 and 8 cohorts the
largest. This has implications on how we
organise and conduct the school’s
operations, most importantly school

assemblies, as we now have restrictions on how many can fit
into our Student Centre at any one time. Another significant

change this year is the Student Support Services HUB, situated
in the library. This is a central location where students can
have direct access to our Year Coordinators, Youth Support
Coordinator, CEC/Community Education Counsellor,
School-based Chaplain, School-based Nurse, Defence Mentor,
School-based Police Officer and our Head of Department
Wellbeing. These services provide considerable breadth and
depth when assisting students across all year levels and are
available to all parents where student wellbeing is involved.
Please contact the school to make an appointment to discuss
your concerns where needed.

The 2021 calendar of upcoming events is very busy, with the
multiple events and ceremonies planned for throughout the
year. I would advise parents and care givers to be aware of our
Facebook site and the school’s website where upcoming news
and events are advertised.

QUADRENNIAL SCHOOL REVIEW

Every four years, all schools undertake a review of their
operational achievements against their intended direction over
the past four year period. These are measured against
previously specified strategic goals and objectives from the
Department of Education.

This review also provides direction in establishing and
identifying a future strategy to guide the school in formulating
the strategic plan over the upcoming four year term.

Within this review I will be contacting and involving parents to
provide feedback on current initiatives and future possibilities.
As a school responsive to local and future demands for our
students, it is incumbent upon the school to include as many
options for input as possible. Parents, local community
organisations, employers and community representatives will
be approached within the review to ensure a comprehensive
information base is established to enable the school to move
forward with confidence, supported by our local community.
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This community consultation period will be enacted over the
remainder of Term 1 and into Term 2. This is also an open
invitation for all parents to participate and engage in the future
of our great school.

UNIFORM

William Ross State High School is a uniform school and is
heavily supported by parents. The school’s P&C Association
now run a Uniform Shop directly from the Tuckshop where
parents and students can purchase all aspects of the uniform.
Enquires can be directed through the Tuckshop staff.

Uniform, particularly shoes are clearly marked and promoted
in our publications. Shoes must meet workplace safety
regulations – full leather/vinyl (formal or jogger style). Full BLACK
upper and BLACK sole trim with matching BLACK laces
accompanied with white socks. No other colour is permitted.
Students have a full page within their Learning Journal and
published in every Enrolment Pack to ensure there is no
misunderstanding. Uniform expectations and standards for
2021 mentioned to students on Year Level Parades.

PARENT – TEACHER (SCHOOL) INTERACTION

While there are multiple opportunities to have direct
teacher–parent conversations, there also exists an avenue
where parent concerns and whole-school issues can be
discussed openly with like-minded forum.

It is in this environment that our school community (parents,
teachers, administration and students) undertake the
responsibility of discussing, collaborating and determining what
elements or strategic initiatives we all should be collectively
concentrating on when addressing the future needs for our
school.

As William Ross State High School is classified as an
Independent Public School, we have a responsibility to be
inclusive of our whole school community. William Ross has
provided the most prominent opportunity and visible avenue
to participate and contribute for parents through the school’s
Parents and Citizens Association. We provide a regular venue
each month where parents can attend and discuss whole
school issues and present possible areas of interest that could
positively impact on the future of our school.

While many hold onto past beliefs that P&C meetings are only
about ‘fund raising’ and accepting ‘volunteer jobs,’ it needs to
be stated that this is only one small element of their role. It is
clear they hold a more vital role in operation and wellbeing for all
students and their contribution to the future strategic direction
is critical.

The next meeting, 7.00pm Tuesday 9th March would
welcome all parents to attend, support and participate in
the future of our school. The Annual General Meeting will
also be held on this day.

SCHOOL “FEES”

If “education is supposed to be free?” – why do parents pay
school ‘fees’?

Education Queensland provides the buildings and teachers
(tuition) free and these costs are met by the Queensland
Government.

Previously the purchase of books and support resources were
met by parents (supplemented by a government cheque). Now
under agreement with the Parents and Citizens Association,
schools operate a Resource Hire Scheme (or SRS/School
Resource Scheme), reducing the overall costs to parents.

Under this scheme, parents acknowledge and accept the
conditions and payments to support the school on enrolment.
It is imperative that all parents accept and meet their obligation
to the school and their child’s education by ensuring all ‘fees’
are paid so the school can provide the curriculum and student
outcomes expected. If any parents wish to discuss any matter,
I am only too willing to make time available.

MOBILE PHONES (AND ALL OTHER
ELECTRONIC DEVICES)

William Ross is a “no mobile phone school”.

This message has been broadcasted in a multitude of formats
over a prolonged period of time. If possible students should
leave their mobile phones at home. If and where mobile phones
are carried by students:

Upon entering the school gate, the mobile phone is switched
off and placed in the student school bag (out-of-sight) or
handed-in to the front office for collection after 3.00pm
(preferred model).

Only after the end of the school day (after 3.00pm) students can
again use their mobile phone.

HATS

Another area that needs support from parents and a focus
area for 2021 are hats. We have a formal school hat that is
now available at our uniform shop and is approved under Sun
Safety as well as our school “bucket” hat. The introduction
of this element of the school uniform is problematic especially
with young teenagers but responsibility sits firmly with us all to
ensure students wear hats as a measure to combat future skin
cancer – I seek your support on this approach.

ATTENDANCE

This most important aspect of a child’s school life focuses
on full attendance. School students are expected to be in
attendance on every school day, with a variance for recognised
sickness or approved absence under strict conditions. Our
expectation is students will be in full attendance at school with
an allowance down to 95% of the whole school year – that’s 10
days absent in a school year.

Allan Evans
Principal
tevan38@eq.edu.au
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL (YRS 7&8)
We are at the half way point of Term 1 and
events are certainly in full swing at William
Ross State High School. From the annual
Swimming Carnival, to hosting Boori Pryor
as part of the Year 7 “Myths & Legends”
English unit and a number of
extra-curricular programs from STEAM
through to Interschool Sport. There is a

range of great things going on in our school and I encourage
your child to get involved if they aren’t already doing so. It is also
pleasing as I visit classrooms and observe students and
teachers busy learning and engaging in curriculum.

YEAR 7 CAMP

This week on parade, Year 7 students have been given an
Expression of Interest Form for the upcoming Year 7 Camp.
Reminders about this have been emailed home, texted and
placed on our school website. It is of upmost importance that
EOI forms are returned to the school by Friday 26th of February
by close of business. These EOI forms are used to work out
logistical plans to ensure the camp runs effectively. Students
who do not return an EOI form, unless they are a new enrolment
will likely not be considered in the planning of the camp.

ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES

This week, all students in Year 7 & 8 have been given their
assessment schedule. This is a personalized document which
will assist you and your child to be fully aware of future
assessment dates. Please discuss this with your child and
I hope it takes pride of place on fridges across our school
community

MOBILE PHONE POLICY

In recent times, mobile phone use in schools has become the
subject of much discussion in the media. As such, I thought
it prudent to remind all students and parents that our phone
has an explicit “No Mobile Phone” policy at William Ross State
High School approved by our P&C, which clearly states that
mobile phones should be “off and away once students have
entered school grounds”. As per our P&C approved policy,
Students who are in possession of and/or using a mobile phone
on our campus will be instructed to hand it into the
Administration Office. Students who refuse the reasonable
instruction of staff may face disciplinary action, including
suspension in accordance with our Student Code of Conduct. I
invite you to speak with your child about our policy and remind
them of our expectations as I have on assembly throughout the
week.

BYOD (BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE)

This week I spoke with students around our BYOD (laptop)
policy and its implications in the classroom. Students are invited
to BYOD and use that device in classes as directed by staff
members. I used the example of writing in English and
completing a grammar book. Whilst students are encouraged
to engage with their device to enhance their learning, skills such
as writing are vital to student development. There will be times

where using that device is not appropriate to class learning
objectives. Students bringing devices to school use them under
the instruction/permission of their classroom teacher. The
school understands we do have a small number of students
who rely on adaptive technology to engage with curriculum and
this is not applicable for those students. For more information
around our BYOD program please contact our Head of
Department – Business and IT Roz Norgaard.

COMMUNICATING WITH STAFF

A friendly reminder that schools are often busy and dynamic
places with changes happening on a daily basis due to a variety
of factors. The Front Office or Administration block of schools,
like most businesses are often the central hub for students, staff
and parents. While we value parent and community interaction
we do ask that you make appointments to speak with staff
members as they may not be available at the time of your
arrival. Your assistance in this is greatly appreciated.

UNIFORM

On parades this week, I have commended students on the
high level of pride taken in our uniform. Our Year 7 and 8
cohorts hold over 430 students and it is exceptional to see the
vast majority in full school uniform. When reviewing our Uniform
Report, in many cases only single digit numbers of students not
in full school uniform. It is essential, as a school community,
we get the small things right. Uniform is one such small thing.
It is not just about putting on a specific shirt or wearing plain
white socks and black leather shoes. It is about belonging and
being part of the broader William Ross State High School family.
Taking pride in our school and pride in ourselves. It is about
preparing our young men and women for the world around
quality routine and habit building. I would remind all parents, if
you are in contact with a Year Level Coordinator or Head of
Year around uniform concerns, work with these staff and let
them know if there are specific barriers to your child being in
full school uniform everyday we will work to assist you. If there
is a reason your child is out of uniform for the day or for a
set number of days please provide them with a note which will
ensure they are not penalised for being out of uniform.

Finally, while you choose how you spend your time at school
every lesson of every day, you must remember that the time
here at William Ross State High School can be spent only once!

My best wishes to you and your family,

Nathan Hustler
Deputy Principal
nhust2@eq.edu.au

FROM THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

SCIENCE NEWS: WILLIAM ROSS
STATE HIGH SCHOOL

As we shift into mid-term, students should
be preparing for their first pieces of
assessment for 2021. Classrooms are full of
focussed learning on critical science skills
such as recalling concepts, modelling and
explaining ideas, collecting and analysing
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data and evaluating method… as well as our understanding.
A proficiency scale has been provided to your student to help
them monitor and track their success in the unit. These should
be glued into their subject notebooks.

At home, you can ask your students these five questions:

If you have any questions or concerns with how your
student is progressing in science, please do not hesitate to
be in contact with his or her teacher.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Science Tutoring is available after
school on Thursday from 3:15 – 4:15pm in B-block. If your
student would like extra support in science please ask them to
see their teacher or contact Ms DeRuyter (sderu3@eq.edu.au).

THE LIZARD LOUNGE

We have some native lizard enthusiasts
working in C03 who have collected and
now monitor and maintain a lounge of
lizards. They have established a tank with
appropriate habitat and feed & water them
daily. We have 2 species: Lampropholis
delicata (Garden skink) and Carlia pectoralis (Elegant rainbow
skink).

STUDIES IN BIOLOGY

The studies of molecular biology require models to be made
to help conceptualise the amazing processes that are bodies
function to do on a daily basis. These students are studying
about the plasma membrane and its important role in
controlling what moves into and out of our cells. They have
learned that glucose and starch are both too large to move
through the membrane but water, by the process of osmosis
can passively transport through the semi-permeable tissue.

Ecology is an important field in biology that provides vital
information about the connection between land, plants and
animals. These year 12 biology students are conducting
stratified sampling techniques to map and gain an
understanding about zonation and limiting factors that affect
where and when a species can survive.

REEF GUARDIAN SCHOOL!

‘Making a Difference for our Future’

Wow look how the Yin/Yang garden has
grown!

The top photo was taken in October 2019 and the bottom
photo was taken just last week, 15 months later. Our Reef
Guardian volunteers worked hard planting, weeding and
mulching all last year to get the native garden looking so good.
We also now have native curlews, plovers and other birds and
animals living in our beautiful garden.

AQUADEN

The Barra have arrived!

Aquaculture is a high profile and important fish farming practice.
It is vital that the techniques used are environmentally sound,
ethical, humane and safe. Students studying aquatic practices
will develop skills in aquaculture through their studies. They
will manage and maintain 3x 1000ltr tanks, feed and monitor
the growth of these Barramundi and eventually tag and release
the fish into the Ross River. A huge ‘Thank You’ to Ron from
Giru Barramundi and Crayfish and the Townsville Barramundi
Restocking Society for their expert advice and support in our
program!

Science News for Students provides news articles relevant
to young people and can be found at the link below Please
encourage your student to read and access information using a
variety of media.

https://student.societyforscience.org/sciencenews-students

1. What did you learn today?

2. How did you do?

3. What did you do if you didn’t understand?

4. How can you improve on your learning?

5. What are you most proud of?
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Advancements in Science this month, brought to you by
@ScienceAlert:

Upcoming Events in the Science Department

Every Thursday

3:15pm – 4:15pm

Science Tutoring in B03, B04, B05

STEAM LAB

STEAM education uses an integrated
approach to teaching and learning science,
technology, engineering, art and
mathematics. Through STEAM lab,
students define and respond to a real life
problem, develop solution ideas and work
through the design theory to engineer and
create solutions. The program works to support the
development of 21st century skills and allows for strengthened
school-community partnerships.

CONGRATULATIONS to all of our STEAM lab nominees for
semester 1. These students have attended their first session (in
week 3) and worked collaboratively to solve some interesting
challenges. In week 5, they will kick identify their area of focus
for the upcoming weeks.

Skill building: Soldering, Circuitry, Coding & robotics
Challenge A: Wearable arts & Design
Challenge B: Coding for a Sustainable future & recycling
Challenge C: Training Nao the Robot
Challenge D: Green Technologies for Native habitat &
Landscapes

GLOBAL TROPICS FUTURE PROGRAM 2021

I am excited to announce that this year
William Ross students will have the
opportunity to participate in the Global
Tropics

Future project! The program is run by Qld Virtual STEM
Academy that uses the iSee virtual platform to connect our
young people with other young people and STEM professionals
from across the region. This unique program will work to assist
our students in developing their STEM. The program for round
1 is:

Grand
Challenge

Biosecurity

(Years 7 –
9)

Thursday

(8.45 –
9.50am)

Start:

4th
March

End:

20th
May

Biosecurity in Australia plays a
critical role in reducing risk and
ensuring our country remains free
from the world’s most severe
pests and diseases.

Through collaboration with James
Cook University’s College of
Public Health, Medical and
Veterinary Sciences, students will
innovate methods of reducing our
biosecurity risk to agriculture,
environment and native flora and
fauna.

Congratulations to the following students in their nomination
and acceptance into the program:

Shelley De Ruyter
HOD Science
sderu3@eq.edu.au

FROM THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
I’m going to let the students do the talking
in this edition! This time, we’ll be hearing
from students in Years 7, 9 and 11 about
what they’ve been up to in their English
classes. Stay tuned for Year 8, 10 and 12
students next time!

YEAR 7

Tell me what you’ve been learning
about in English this term.

We’re learning how to create a mythological story. Along the
way, we’re also learning how to improve our writing by using
more description and different language as the focus of our
mythological stories. – Logan W

What have you liked the most about English so far?

I have enjoyed learning the components of a narrative and
expanding my knowledge of this. I’ve also enjoyed learning

• After a decade of preparation, NASA’s Perseverance
lander has successfully touched down on Mars! It will
now begin looking for signs of life on the Red Planet.

• Scientists have sequenced Mammoth DNA that’s
over a million years old!

• The Venus flytrap (Dionaea muscipula) is already a
fascinating enough plant, but scientists have
discovered something else amazing about it: It
generates measurable magnetic fields as its leaves
snap shut.

• Ruby Todd

• Ella Cope

• Dakota Geatches

• Tylah Grima
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about the different kinds of myths. There are didactic,
ontological and entertaining myths. I’m really looking forward to
writing my own ontological myth! – Scarlett W

Describe what happened during our special guest
visit.

Boori Pryor [an Indigenous author] shared his mythological
stories and he helped us to understand what we should write
about in our own myths that we’re going to be writing later this
term. – Verity W

YEAR 9

Tell me what you’ve been learning about in English
this term.

We’re learning about dystopian and post-apocalyptic worlds.
We’re going to write narratives from the perspective of minor
characters in dystopian films that we’ve been studying. – Bram
R

What’s been the most enjoyable thing about English
so far?

I’ve liked watching the dystopian movies the most, and looking
at the characters and seeing things from their point of view.
We’ve also looked at using the five senses to make writing more
descriptive and we did an activity where we ate chocolate and
described the senses we experienced. That was pretty good
too! – Lou Lou B

YEAR 11

What have you been learning about in English this
term?

We’ve been studying song lyrics and music videos and looking
at the ways that different groups are represented in these
texts. For example, some music videos put forward a very
misogynistic perspective on women! – Mia H

What have you enjoyed the most about English so
far?

Realising that I’ve been singing song lyrics without actually
realising what they’re saying or what they mean! – Eli L

Katie Johns
HOD English
ksmit576@eq.edu.au

FROM THE HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY
EXCURSION

On 17th February Year 10 Geography
students went with Mrs Jorgensen, Ms
Fowler, Mr Gowdy and Ms Ceri on a field
trip to The Strand and Pallarenda as a part
of the Environmental Change and
Management Unit this term. Students are

researching the key inquiry question of: How can the impacts of
urbanisation on Pallarenda be better managed?

Students were taken to The Strand to study what was already
being done elsewhere to manage urbanisation and consequent
coastal erosion. They heard from guest speaker Alma Ridep-
Morris who is a Technical Officer for Coastal Environment
Restoration at the Townsville City Council. They then undertook
observations and field sketches of the site and completed
beach profiling.

Students were then taken to Pallarenda to take observations
and field sketches of the site and completed beach profiling.

This week, students will participate in a presentation about what
has already been done to manage erosion at Pallarenda which
will assist students in their decision making process how to
better manage the impact of urbanisation on Pallarenda.

AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION

What is it?

The competition is made up of
multiple-choice questions testing
geographical knowledge and skills and only
takes 35-minutes.

It is open to students in all year levels and will be held in
Week 10 Term 1. There is no cost to enter. If you would
like to participate, please see Mrs Clarke (Head of Humanities)
in Staffroom 4/T or see your Humanities teacher by Monday
22nd February.

Why enter?

To receive certificates and results sheets for their portfolios, to
compete for prizes given to the highest-performing geography
students in each State and combined Territories in each Year
level (book vouchers and special certificates, and for the highest
in Australia, medals), to be selected to participate in
Geography's Big Week Out in Perth, Western Australia, and
to be selected to represent Australia at the International
Geography Olympiad.

For more information, or to practice some questions, visit the
link below:

https://www.geographycompetition.org.au/

Jessica Clarke
HOD Humanities
jthom781@eq.edu.au
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FROM THE HPE DEPARTMENT

HPE WEEK - 1-5 MARCH

HPE Week celebrates the role of Health &
Physical Education in schools and
communities. The aim is to promote the
importance of HPE in the Australian
Curriculum and highlight the importance of
HPE to the learning and development of
children and young people.

At William Ross State High School, we will be celebrating HPE
week with daily challenges for students to participate in.
Commencing on Monday 1st March, students will have the
opportunity to face-off against each other and the HPE staff in
a variety of physical challenges during Morning Tea. We start
the week with the junior students challenging the teachers in
a game of dodgeball and close out the week with the sports
captains trying to reclaim “The Ashes” by toppling the teachers
in a game of volleyball. More details below:

DAY ACTIVITY LOCATION

MONDAY Dodgeball (juniors) STCE

TUESDAY Just Dance STCE

WEDNESDAY Warriors Challenge OVAL

THURSDAY 3-on-3 Basketball STCE

FRIDAY Volleyball (seniors) STCE

How can you, as parents/guardians also be
involved?

Here are some quick and easy ideas to help us celebrate HPE
week…

Adam Kehl
HOD Health & Physical Education
akehl3@eq.edu.au

FROM THE SPORT DEPARTMENT

BLOCK SPORT – RUGBY
LEAGUE

The first game was schedule to be against
known Rugby League school Kirwan High.
The recent wet weather had forced
cancellation of lunchtime training sessions
and we would need to play without a
training session beforehand. Fortunately

forecast thunderstorms did not eventuate and Year 7/8 Rugby
League kicked off on 16 February.

Despite no training sessions, we started the game well with
powerhouse runs from Tony Spurgeon and eager tacking from
Seth Sharp. Our enthusiastic defence soon faded and Kirwan
ran in some quality tries. Kirwan turned over possession and
with some incisive dummy half runs from Deegan O’Shea the
Rhinos now had some quality field position. Seth Sharp
capitalised on the field position and crashed over in the corner
for a barnstorming try. A couple more tries from Kirwan and we
went in at half-time at 16-4 down.

Unable to maintain possession at the beginning of the second
half resulted in Kirwan scoring some quick tries. Rhinos began
to improve on the back of some copybook tacking from Keenan
Wilson. Daniel Spicer shown excellent speed and evasion to
make long break on the right edge. Wyatt Sharp took
advantage of the quick play the ball and with some excellent
footwork slide over in the corner for our second try. Fatigue set
in and Kirwan scored some late tries resulting in a final score
40-8.

Our open boys played their first Rugby League game of the
block sport season against Heatley, in a close fought battle The
William Ross Boys came away victorious 16-10.

• Eating more fruit & veg is easy– It’s easy to get 2 fruit
and 5 veg into your diet. Grab an extra piece of fruit
or veg for a snack. It’s a quick and easy way to
increase your daily fruit and veg intake. For more tips
go to www.gofor2and5.com.au or
www.healthyactive.gov.au

• Spend quality active time together – Quality time isn’t
in front of a TV or eating takeaway in a car. Plan
family activities like go for a family walk, scooter or
bike ride along a local path. Play a game of back yard
cricket. Visit a local park or beach where you can
have a family picnic. Being active together will
improve personal relationships and get your family
communicating better.

• Help your children to find FUN things to do - Play
schoolyard games at home like hopscotch, jump
rope or handball, encourage your children to make a
slip and slides, play with their pet, dance to the music
with you, put up a hoop and play some one-on-one
basketball with them. Maybe tick a few boxes on “50
Things To Do Before You’re 12”.

• Be a positive role model for your child - Show your
children how you are active by taking the stairs
instead of the elevator, get off the bus one or two
stops early and walk the rest of the way, go for a
walk after dinner with the family s
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Andrew Welsh
Sport Coordinator
awels7@eq.edu.au

FROM THE ARTS & LANGUAGES
DEPARTMENT

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Instrumental Music is a co-curricular subject
and we are lucky to have some, if not the
best instrumental teachers, at William Ross.
We have had an enthusiastic response this
year … but there is always room for more. If
you would like to give your student the gift
of music, enrolment forms are available

from the school.

Strings – Lauren and Brieana
Guitar – Aindreas
Flute – Blake

Vikki Gray
HOD The Arts & Languages
vgray6@eq.edu.au

FROM THE PRACTICAL TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT

DEPARTMENT UPDATE

Students have been very busy in the
Practical Technology department during the
last four weeks. Our new Certificate I in
Automotive vocational preparation course
was so popular that we have two classes in
the Year 10 cohort. Students have been in
the workshop and getting their hands dirty

with practical tasks and thoroughly enjoying the work.

Our student run café, Mason & Co, is open for business and the
milkshakes and frappes have been in high demand, especially
with the warmer weather. The café is currently open during
morning tea on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. The food
menu varies from week to week, so keep an eye out on the
specials board to see if your favourite is on offer. Eftpos is
available for students and staff.

There is a Sewing Club available for students who want to learn
or those that want to develop their skills. This is open every
Friday at morning tea break in the Textiles room. All students
and staff are welcome to come along and see what it is all
about.

Year 10’s in the Materials and Technologies Specialisations
class have been learning skills to communicate in a variety of
visual formats. They have already been practicing their pencil
sketches and rendering techniques and are now delving into
using technology based drawing. The unit has advanced and
they are learning to create engineering drawings in AutoCAD.
They are currently working on a Buy Australia task, reading the
presented information and using the tools to create their own
engineering drawing.

Veronica Farina
HOD Practical Technology
vfari1@eq.edu.au
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FROM THE BUSINESS, DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES AND INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOLS DEPARTMENT

Q PARENTS

Have you heard about
or used our Q Parents
App?

Q Parents is a
user-friendly portal
accessible via app or

web browser, which provides parents or guardians with secure
online access to information about their child at William Ross
High School.

QParents allows you to access and manage information about
your child online including:

Check out this website, which shows the features and functions
of the QParents app.

In the coming weeks information will be emailed out to parents
about the registration process. Our office staff can assist you
with this process.

Follow us on Facebook for updates on the release of QParents
across each year level and be sure to check your emails for the
details.

Roz Norgaard
HOD Business, Digital Technologies and International
Schools
rnorg4@eq.edu.au

FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICERS

IT TAKES A VILLAGE
TO RAISE A CHILD

William Ross State High
School has a range of
support staff that can
support their students.
Principals, Deputy
Principals, Classroom

Teachers, Heads of Department, Year Level Coordinators are
part of the village that can support your students. All staff email
addresses are listed on the school’s website:

https://williamrossshs.eq.edu.au/our-school/our-staff

Additionally, School Guidance Officers can be an important link
between your children and any barriers to learning that they
may be experiencing, including learning difficulties and social

emotional concerns. A range of other support staff are also
available to help support the students at the school, listed
below.

Department of Education’s “Spark their Future” website has
developed a short video that can support parents to use their
“village” to support their students. Check it out here:

https://www.sparktheirfuture.qld.edu.au/how-do-i-talk-to-th
e-school/

GUIDANCE OFFICERS and STUDENT SUPPORT

SERVICES STAFF

Guidance Officer Year 7,
9, 11

Rebecca
Holt

rholt20@eq.edu.au

Guidance Officer Year 8,
10, 12

Helen
Murdoch

hmurj0@eq.edu.au

School Chaplain

(Monday-Tuesday)

Kay
Cumming

kcumm61@eq.edu.au

School Based Youth
Health Nurse

(Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday)

Dimitra
Edwards

Dedwa198@eq.edu.au

Community Education
Counsellor

(Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday)

Gerry De La
Cruz

gdela25@eq.edu.au

Youth Support
Co-ordinator

Anthony
Steel

astee113@eq.edu.au

Defence Support Mentor Ceri Briant cbria9@eq.edu.au

Rebecca Holt and Helen Murdoch
Guidance Officers
rholt20@eq.edu.au
hjmur0@eq.edu.au

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

CASUAL CLEANERS REQUIRED

The school would like to establish a pool of casual cleaners;
people that the school can call upon on short notice to replace
absent staff. Cleaning shifts operate before and after school
hours Monday to Friday with some work completed in the
holiday periods.

All new cleaners are required to have a current BlueCard and
complete a Criminal History Check. The school can provide
assistance in obtaining a BlueCard.

If you are interested in such a position, please submit your
details including any relevant experience and your availability to:
bsm@williamrossshs.eq.edu.au

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to
contact the school on 4726 7666 or the above email address.

STUDENT RESOURCE SCHEME PARTICIPATION
AGREEMENT FORMS

• attendance details

• Timetables and upcoming events

• report cards (you will have priority access to end
–of-term report cards)

• assessment schedules

• invoices and your payment history
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All families should have now received their yellow Student
Resource Scheme Participation Agreement Forms. The due
date for payment and the return of the forms is Friday 29th
January 2021. If you have not received a copy or are
experiencing financial difficulty, please contact the School
office.

Sarah Harvey
Business Manager
sharv133@eq.edu.au

FROM THE SCHOOL BASED YOUTH
HEALTH NURSE

SCHOOL IMMUNISATION PROGRAM

The Queensland School Immunisation Program allows Year 7
and 10 students to be vaccinated through their school for free.
If your child is immunised by your doctor, the vaccine will be
free but you may be charged a consultation fee.

Year 7 students are offered vaccinations against:

This age group requires these vaccinations because:

Year 10 students are offered vaccination against
meningococcal ACWY strains: 1 dose

Meningococcal disease is a rare but severe infection that can
cause death within 24 hours or profound life-long disability
(brain damage, hearing loss, limb loss). Some of the highest
rates of meningococcal carriage occur among 15 to 19 year
olds and this age group can transmit the meningococcal
bacteria to people who are at increased risk of infection,
including young children.

As there is a safe and effective vaccine that covers strains A,
C, W and Y, Year 10 students and adolescents aged 15 to 19
years of age are being offered the vaccination which they can
receive through the school program or by visiting their GP or
regular immunisation provider. It is designed to protect young
people and also reduce risks for the community as a whole
by decreasing the proportion of people carrying the bacteria in
their nose and throat.

The date for Year 10 Immunisation at William Ross State High
School is 13/05/2021.

COMPLETE THE CONSENT CARD

Before the school visit, your child will be given a consent pack
that contains an information sheet with details about the
disease, benefits of immunisation and any common side effects
and a vaccination consent card.

Read the information sheet, sign the consent card indicating
whether you wish your child to be vaccinated, and return it
to the school. Only students with a completed and signed
consent card on the day of the school immunisation clinic will
be vaccinated.

• Human papillomavirus (HPV): 2 doses—0, and at
least 6 months after first dose

• Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (whooping cough) : 1
dose

• Dates for Year 7 Immunisations at William Ross State
High school are 25/03/2021 & 22/10/2021

• they need a booster dose for diphtheria, tetanus,
pertussis (whooping cough)

• some immunisations need to be given in early
adolescence (human papillomavirus) because the
immune response is better at this age for this
vaccine.
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If you do not return a consent card or the card is incomplete,
you may be contacted by the immunisation provider to check if
you want your child to be vaccinated.

Year 7 (HPV, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis):

Year 10 (meningococcal ACWY vaccine):

I DON'T WANT MY CHILD VACCINATED

If you do not want your child to be vaccinated through the
school program:

HAVING THE VACCINATION

A qualified team will visit your child's school to give the
immunisations.

To ensure immunisation is appropriate, your child will be asked
if they are medically well, have any severe allergies, or are
pregnant.

After the immunisation, your child is observed in an area close
to the team for at least 15 minutes. Your child will receive a
Record of Vaccination Card to take home. Keep this with their
other medical details and/or notify your doctor that the vaccine
has been given. This information will also be directly provided to
the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR).

MY CHILD MISSED THE SCHOOL IMMUNISATION

If your child misses their school immunisation, they can be
vaccinated:

The vaccine will be free, however you may be charged a
consultation fee by your doctor or immunisation provider.

It is important to have your child vaccinated in the same year
the vaccine is offered in the school program.

AGE OF CONSENT FOR VACCINATIONS

In Queensland, a child can consent to a vaccination if they
have the capacity to give or withhold consent. The vaccine
service provider will use their professional judgement to assess
whether your child has the capacity to give their own consent
for vaccination.

Generally, someone aged 15 years or older would be expected
to have the maturity, intelligence and understanding to fully
understand the treatment and to give their valid and informed
consent.

More about how the vaccine services provider will assess your
child for consent

More information

Dimitra Edwards
School Based Youth Health Nurse
dedwa198@eq.edu.au

P & C ASSOCIATION
Keeping you updated on what the P&C Association is up to!

SCHOOL WORKING BEE

Dates are being organized for our working bee’s this year. We
plan on having 1 a term. We will post date soon.

NEW MUSIC SHIRTS

The new shirts have ARRIVED!!! P&C have donated a set of
twenty shirts to the music department and to the music
teachers. We look forward to seeing you perform in them.
You’re going to look great!

AGM

Our AGM is going to be held on the 9th March, then the March
general meeting afterwards. All positions will become vacant.
If anyone is interested in any roles of the P&C please get in
contact with me and I can let you know.

UNIFORM SHOP RENOVATIONS

Our uniform shop renovations are finished. Thank you for your
patience while the changes were taking place. Thank you to the
staff at school who built the extra shelving and the volunteers
who helped set up the shop.

BACK TO SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP

We had profitable uniform shop sales during the two weeks
before school started. Thank you to all those people who
volunteered to help us out. It was a busy time.

TUCKSHOP NEWS

The tuckshop girls are enjoying the new dishwasher purchased
at the end of last year. It has been very handy considering the
amount of delicious foods being freshly made each day for the
students. The specials are posted on Facebook each week.

• Information sheet

• Vaccination consent card

• Information sheet (PDF)

• Vaccination consent card (PDF)

• complete and sign the 'No to Vaccination' section of
the consent card

• indicate why your child is not receiving vaccinations
through the school program and

• return the consent card to the school.

• at a catch-up school immunisation clinic (check with
the immunisation service provider)

• at a free community immunisation clinic (if offered by
your local council or immunisation service provider)

• by your doctor - Year 7 and Year 10 students will be
eligible for catch-up vaccinations before they turn 20
years of age. After this time, vaccines need to be
purchased via private prescription.

• Call 13 HEALTH (13 43 25 84)

• Make an appointment with your doctor
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SHADE STRUCTURES

We were successful in receiving a gambling grant which was
applied for last year. The money received was then doubled
by the commitment from the P&C. We have $70,000.00 going
towards some much-needed shade structures in the school.

DONATIONS

At the first meeting of the year the P&C chose to donated
$2000 each to 5 departments of the school as a thank you for
all their help and support through out last year. The money was
greatly appreciated by the staff and we look forward to seeing
some great items purchased to support the departments.

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

We are collecting the containers for the CRS (Container Refund
Scheme). The funds from collecting go towards the Year 12
‘Year Book’. Each year at the start of term 4 it starts for the next
year of year 12’s.

If you would like to help out and donate your
containers just quote our
ID number C10203588

The next P&C Meeting is the 9th March at 7pm in the School
Common Room. The AGM will be held first then the March
meeting to follow. Please come along and see what’s
happening in the school.

See you there.

Nicole Knight
P&C President
pandc@williamrossshs.eq.edu.au
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